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CHIEF KENAHAN: The time is 2:05 p.m., 
and this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan 
of the Safety Battalion of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with Richard Boeri 
of Engine 44. 

Q. Richard, just explain in your own words 
what happened on September 11th. 

A. I was minimum manning that day, 
overtime. At 9:08 the call came in. I was 
control man. We ended up going out of quarters, 
going down Second Avenue down to about 59th 
Street, across the West Side Highway and down. 

I believe we parked the rig 
approximately, I think it was Murray Street or 
Barclay and West, and we proceeded to go down to 
the command post, which was I believe across from 
One World Trade Center or the north tower. 

I think we were there for about five 
minutes. They said, "Put your gear down. You're 
going to walk up about 80 flights of stairs," 
because the elevators were out. So we put our 
masks down, rollups and everything. 


I think we saw like 18 people jump. 
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Then one of the officers there said, "Turn 
around, concentrate on who you can save. You 
can't save those people anymore." I don't recall 
who that was. 

There was a chaplain behind us. It 
wasn't Father Judge, but one of the guys knew 
him. He said a little prayer for us. 

So I went through the guys from there. 
I saw the chief's aide, and I talked to him for a 
little bit. It had to be about 20 minutes later 
when they sent us down to approximately Cedar 
Street and West Street. They were there, two or 
three rigs blocking the West Side Highway coming 
from the south. So we were sent with 53 Engine 
to move those rigs out of the way. 

Myself, my whole company, Matt Shannon, 
Bobby Reeg, the covering officer, and Eddie 
Kennedy proceeded to walk down. Looking over, I 
saw 65 Engine hooked up to the hotel, I believe, 
or the south tower. I don't remember which one 
because there's a high pressure pump. 

The officer saw there were several 
small fires at the foot of the pedestrian bridge 


right there at Liberty and West. So our initial 
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thing was myself and Eddie Kennedy would move the 
rig away from West Street to let the companies 
come up from the south. Also they told us to 
bring ambulances up Washington Street, which is 
on the south side of the south tower there. 

Bobby Reeg, the nozzle man, he was 
checking rigs up the West Side Highway for an 
extinguisher for the car fire along with Matt 
Shannon. So they were looking I guess -- right 
in front of the Vista Hotel. 

We had our backs to the tower and under 
that pedestrian bridge walking south, myself, 
Eddie Kennedy and the officer, when you heard the 
crackling. You looked up and you saw the one 
floor explode on itself and the top start to 
slide. 

At that point Eddie just told me to 
run, and we just dropped everything and ran south 
towards Albany Street. Now, we ran I guess on 
the east side of West Side Highway -- we ran 
across to -- the east side, we ran to the west 
side of that highway, down towards Albany. 

At the southwest corner there were a 


few parked cars. I saw Eddie Kennedy lose his 
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helmet and dive under a car. I saw a building -- 
I believe it's at the corner of West and 

Albany -- and I was going to try to go for the 
building. 

Once all the debris and everything 
caught up, I was pushed over a four foot fence. 
The next thing, I woke up, I was spitting 
everything out of my mouth, and it was just 
black, silent. 

When I came to, I heard a civilian 
yelling on my left. So I found my helmet next to 
me, picked myself up. I found the civilian, who 
was over by the building. Make it Park Place, I 
guess? I can't tell what building that is. 
Anyway, it's right on Albany and West Street. 

So I walked the civilian back. I 
walked back to where my company was. Where I 
last knew, Albany and West, where I found the 
officer and Eddie Kennedy. I passed the civilian 
off to someone else who was there. 

I was with Eddie Kennedy and the 
officer when Dr. Kelly showed up, her and another 
guy I believe from 4 Truck, I want to say. I'm 


not sure. I had cut my head. My whole face was 
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full of blood. I was talking to them. I was 
okay. 

We were trying to radio Matt Shannon, 
who was our backup man. He had the radio. He 
said he knew where Bobby Reeg was, because Matt 
was just going for the river up by the marina 
there. 

Dr. Kelly said, "Come with me. We'll 
wash you up. You're hurt." So I told the 
officer I'm going with him, which we proceeded to 
go to Albany Street, I guess, half a block toa 
parking garage, which is in the Hudson View West, 
in the Hudson Tower here. 

In there they had a guy on the back 
board, Kevin Shea, who I guess he was hurt before 
the collapse because there was something -- they 
had him on a back board and everything. 

I was there when they went to try to 
find a gurney or stretcher to get him to an 
ambulance, because they told us the whole 
southern section you couldn't get to an ambulance 
or anything. 

I was there for a while with him, when 


you heard the rumbling again. That's when the 
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north tower came down. We stayed in the garage. 
There was another chief there. He covered Kevin 
Shea when all the dust came into the whole 
garage, all the debris and everything, all the 
dust didn't get into his spot because he was all 
strapped down. He had a dislocated hip or 
something. He kept repeating the same questions 
about 15 times over and over. 

We Knew we had to get him out. We got 
to 4 Truck on I guess it was West End Avenue over 
here one block west of West Side Highway. They 
got an ambulance, which we threw him in the 
ambulance and we drove straight toward West 
Street. 

(Interruption. ) 

A. So we got the ambulance, and we drove 
straight west on Albany Street all the way to the 
river. We broke through the chain fence on the 
esplanade there where the police boat pulled up. 
At that point is where we proceeded to hand Kevin 
over on the back board over the side railing and 
into a police boat. 

A few minutes later I ended up going on 


a police boat also across to Jersey to Hoboken, 
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where I was there until about 11:00 at night 
because they wouldn't let us back. While we were 
there, we made phone calls back and found out 
where everybody was from our point of view. 
In general that's it. 
Q. Thank you very much, Rich. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 2:12, 


and this concludes the interview. 


